Euthanasia: mercy, morals and medicine.
The case of Sue Rodriguez has made it painfully clear that it is the ethical responsibility of every nurse to become involved in the debate on euthanasia. If advocacy is the essence of nursing,as has been suggested, then that advocacy must extend to clients such as Rodriguez. It is our responsibility to help our clients reach decisions that are truly their own, to help them determine the unique meaning that health, illness, suffering and dying have for them as individuals. It is also our responsibility to assist our clients to exercise their freedom of self-determination. To participate fully in this debate it is essential that we examine our own beliefs, determine how they concur or conflict with our role as client advocates, and how they apply to this issue.